SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
triumph "in the end." The factor of changing
technique is recognised, and "progress" welcomed by
the Conservative. Indeed, "increasing welfare/* ac-
companied by the "message of hope" of some royal or
otherwise distinguished representative of the dominant
group, is always a Conservative plank. But the deep
philosophical and practical implications of technical
change, its inevitable demand for changes in values,
and its imposition upon humanity of a new time
perspective: all this is not comprehended by the
Conservative.
The Liberal perspective is less abysmal, for the
conception of changing technique has succeeded, at
least, in eliciting a sense of time direction in the
Liberal consciousness. Yet this time direction, in
virtue of its descent from the classical "here and now"
conception of ideal laws under which the spirit of man
would automatically assert itself, still contains a
dangerous element of irrelevance to the modem
situation. For modem society the time perspective
must comprehend not merely the enactment of laws
within the life-span of man, kws under which things
will "shape themselves," but determine consciously
upon a mode of transformation of the economic
apparatus available. Only Marxism performs the
philosophical feat of reconciling legislative enactment
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